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If you ever attend an Orthodox Church, you 
may notice something very quickly about 
the worship. The worship space is filled 
with icons. There are candles everywhere, 
some in large ornate candelabras. There is 
incense, and there are elaborate 
vestments. The Divine Liturgy may last 2 
or 3 hours and much of it will be in Greek 
(or Russian or some other language that 
represents the worshiping community’s 
origins).  Often, the entire liturgy will be 
said and sung by a small number of 
people—the clergy and a choir.  
 But more importantly, what may seem 
strange to someone used to worship in an 
Episcopal Church is that very little of the 
service is for the congregation. The music 
is all addressed to God. The Eucharistic 
Prayer takes place behind an iconostasis—
a wall that separates the sanctuary and 
altar from the rest of the worship space. 
The worship is elaborate, ornate, and very 
beautiful. It was without doubt a beautiful 
performance. But it is not a performance 
for the congregation. The Divine Liturgy is 
a performance for God.   
 While this is explicit in the worship of 
the Orthodox Church, it is also true of our 
worship. We might sometimes be 
confused and think that our worship is for 
us—that the choral music or the organ 
prelude, the beautiful flowers, the poetry 
of the Scripture, the soft glow of the 
stained glass are all for us. It might seem 
like the minister or the choir or the 
preacher or whoever is putting on a show 

for you and me.  But that has it all wrong. 
Our worship is for God.  
 As Christians, we are called to live 
sacrificially, to serve rather than to be 
served. In a phrase, we are called to live 
generously and to do so in every aspect of 
our lives.  
 At St. John’s, we live generously, in 
part, through our worship. Our worship is 
an offering, a gift of praise and 
thanksgiving to God. Our worship is a 
generous response to the many gifts that 
God has given us. So as you join in 
worship here, be mindful that God is the 
object of our worship, that our worship is a 
performance for God.  
 As part of the 2017 Annual Giving 
Campaign, we will explore living 
generously in our worship of God; in our 
sharing of God’s love; in Christian 
formation and in making Christ known to 
others; in living together in community; 
and in giving of our time, talent, and 
treasure. It is my prayer that you will 
commit to living generously in each of 
these areas of Christian discipleship.  
 In Christ,  
  
 
 Bradley Pace 
 

For more information,  
contact the St. John’s office at 

765.742.4079 or stjohns@stjohns-laf.org.  
Give to St. John’s online at  

www.stjohns-laf.org/giving-to-stjohns. 

Worship helps us 
focus on our 

responsibilities as 
Christians. 

-Shirley and Jim Marciniak 

My prayers come 
alive when I sing 

them.  
-Courtenay Murakowski 

(with her husband, Dave) 

by worshiping God 


