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When I was ordained to the diaconate 
at the Cathedral in Vermont, my friend 
Thomas approached me after the 
service and exuberantly exclaimed, 
“Wow!  This is so cool!  You were 
baptized, confirmed, married, and now, 
ordained in this community!”  His 
words struck a chord somewhere deep 
in my heart. These were perhaps the 
most significant events of my life 
(certainly of my life of faith) and my 
church community had been there all 
the way through. This was the 
community that had provided a safe 
space for my friends and I to play while 
our parents talked (seemingly 
endlessly) at coffee hour. This was the 
community that still laughs about the 
time the altar candle just wouldn’t 
extinguish and I rolled my eyes with 
teenage irritation. This was the 
community that surrounded me with 
love and support when my mother’s 
Multiple Sclerosis got bad. This was the 
community that planted their gardens 
in the colors of our wedding so that 
they could provide the flower 
arrangements for the service. 
 This was also the community that 
instilled in me a deep sense of social 
justice; that taught me to go out into 
the world to proclaim God’s love in 
word and action. This was the 
community that planted the seeds of 
my lifelong love of sacred music.  This 
was the community that lovingly asked 
me difficult questions during the 
discernment process and then shouted 

“we will!” when asked if they would 
uphold me in ordained ministry. 
 At St. John’s, we pray for people 
celebrating birthdays, anniversaries, 
and other milestones each Sunday, 
asking God to watch over them, to 
strengthen and support them, to 
comfort and guide them. We pray this 
knowing that we are God’s hands, 
heart, and voice helping to do all those 
things. Perhaps you have received 
these prayers. Perhaps the St. John’s 
community has been there for you over 
the years or perhaps you’re just getting 
to know the people who make up this 
wonderful church. Regardless, you will 
find that there are many ways we 
support one another in our life in Christ 
and many ways we can live generously 
in community.  

-Hilary Cooke 
Associate Rector 

 
As part of the 2017 Annual Giving 
Campaign, we are exploring what it 
means to live generously by worshiping 
God; by sharing God’s love; by making 
Christ known to others; in community 
together; and by giving our time, talent, 
and treasure. Our prayer is that we will 
all commit to living generously in each 
of these areas of Christian discipleship. 
 For more information, contact the 
St. John’s office at 765.742.4079 or 
stjohns@stjohns-laf.org. Support  
St. John’s ministries by giving online at 
www.stjohns-laf.org/giving-to-stjohns. 

I cannot exist without the 
support and friendships I 

have at St. John's. I call upon 
so many of them, at one time 

or another, for support, 
understanding, unconditional 

acceptance, love, and (at 
times) a “talking to!”   

-Linda Jeffries, longtime member 
of the St. John’s choir 

The 2016 Northwest Deanery 
Confirmation Service was 
held at St. John’s on the 
Saturday of Easter Week.   

-Some of this year’s confirmands 
and their mentors 

in Community 


