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Over the last several weeks, our Sunday 
bulletin has included reflections on 
ways we can live generously as 
members of St. John’s. The first week, I 
wrote about living generously by 
worshiping God—that is giving to God 
the gift of our thanks and praise. The 
second week, Maggie McClure wrote 
about Jubilee Christmas—a ministry 
that helps provide Christmas gifts for 
nearly 40 families and 100 children—
and how we live generously by sharing 
God’s love with those in need. Katie 
Mason then wrote about her experience 
in the youth group and in confirmation. 
She focused on the ways we live 
generously by making Christ known 
through our formation programs, in 
discernment, and in mentoring. This 
past Sunday, our Associate Rector, 
Hilary Cooke, writes about the way we 
live generously in community. In case 
you missed them, you can find each 
reflection at www.stjohns-laf.org/giving
-to-stjohns. 
 I want to end by talking about ways 
we can live generously through our 
financial giving. I hope that you’ve had 
the joy of giving to something that is 
meaningful to you, something that 
makes the world a better place. If you 
have found meaning and joy at St. 
John’s, one way to support this 
community—one of the ways you can 
live generously at St. John’s—is 
through making an annual financial 

pledge. Nearly 75 percent of St. John’s 
income comes from annual pledges. 
These annual gifts allow our church 
community to offer beautiful worship, 
share God’s love and care beyond our 
parish, and spread the Good News of 
God’s Kingdom known in Jesus Christ.  
 While the church’s leadership is still 
working out the details of next year’s 
budget, we have determined that it will 
take around $500,000 to fully fund St. 
John’s ministries in 2017. If fully 
funded, our budget would include a 
continued commitment to repair and 
restore our historic building and 
grounds, a 3% cost-of-living increase 
for our staff, and continued support for 
the St. John’s/LUM Food Pantry. If you 
have questions or would like more 
information about the budget, please 
do not hesitate to contact me directly. 
You are also encouraged to speak with 
one of the wardens or another member 
of the vestry. Members of the vestry 
understand the importance of this 
year’s campaign, and members have 
already pledged their commitment. 
 As you consider making a pledge, I 
would like to ask you to consider Two 
things. The first is “proportional giving”.  
Proportional giving is based on the 
Biblical idea of a tithe—an offering of 
the first one-tenth of the harvest back 
to God. These are the “first fruits” of 
those blessings we receive from God.  I 
encourage you to think of your gift to 

Many years ago, we decided to 
turn our finances over to God. 
Frankly this was even scarier 
than turning over our health 

and the safety of our children. 
We began a path to get to 10% 
of our income after taxes to St. 

John’s and a few other 
charities. The more we were 

able to give, the easier it 
became. We developed a trust 
in God that our needs would be 
met and it has freed us from an 

anxiety that had previously 
consumed us. 

-Longtime St. John’s members  
Sally & Steve Byrn 
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St. John’s (along with all the other gifts you give) as a 
priority in your or your family’s budget, as coming from 
those first fruits rather than from what is left over.  
 Secondly, in the past year, we have taken on a 
considerably larger portion of the St. John’s/LUM Food 
Pantry’s operating budget. In 2016, we raised an additional 
$10,000 through a single, one-time gift to cover those 
increased expenses. I would ask you to consider 
increasing your pledge this year or, if you have never 
pledged before, making an initial pledge in support of the 
pantry’s budget. If each family that pledged in 2016 
increased their pledge by only $80, we would more than 
cover the difference. New pledges would make that even 
easier. 
 You will receive a pledge card soon (if you have not 
already).  If you do not, please contact the church office or 
go to our website to pledge online. With the information 
included in this letter in hand, please prayerfully consider 
making a pledge to St. John’s. We would like all pledges to 
be submitted by Sunday, November 6th.  
 In my nearly four years at St. John’s, I have found this 
community to be supportive, caring, and deeply committed 
to God’s work in the world. The people of St. John’s live 
generously in all the ways I mentioned above—in their 

worship, in sharing with those in need, through learning 
and teaching the faith, by loving and supporting those 
around them, and by giving. As someone who has found a 
home at St. John’s—a place where you can worship God; 
share God’s love; learn more about God’s work in the 
world; and find love, acceptance, and community—I 
encourage you to look for opportunities to live generously 
as well—sharing the love and many blessings you have 
received with the world that God loves beyond all 
measure.  

-Bradley Pace, Rector 
 
As part of the 2017 Annual Giving Campaign, we are 
exploring what it means to live generously by worshiping 
God; by sharing God’s love; by making Christ known to 
others; in community together; and by giving our time, 
talent, and treasure. Our prayer is that we will all commit 
to living generously in each of these areas of Christian 
discipleship.   
 For more information, contact the St. John’s office at 
765.742.4079 or stjohns@stjohns-laf.org. Support St. 
John’s ministries by giving online at  
www.stjohns-laf.org/giving-to-stjohns. 

St. John’s budget supports the following ministries and programs 


